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FCL's Trop i cal Town in Arch Daily

05.04.2018

The pro ject in the rapidly grow ing city of Batam fo cuses on ad dress -
ing the chal lenge of hous ing in a sus tain able man ner, while adapt ing
to the needs of the res i dents.  

The ex pand able house is de signed to be one part of a sus tain able re -
sponse to the chal lenges of rapidly de vel op ing cities like Batam, in In done -
sia’s Riau Arch i pel ago. Once a col lec tion of sleepy fish ing vil lages of a few
thou sand in hab i tants, Batam de vel oped to be a cos mopoli tan city of over
one mil lion peo ple in less than 40 years. This re mark able growth, fu eled by
a new free trade agree ment and Batam’s prox im ity to Sin ga pore, has not
abated.  

As a con se quence, the city was con fronted by ma jor plan ning prob lems:
How to ac com mo date the in flux of mi grants? How to pro vide suf fi cient
hous ing, and ap pro pri ate wa ter and sewage sys tems? How to fund ad e -
quate trans port in fra struc ture, and pro vide schools, uni ver si ties and hos pi -
tals?

The ex pand able house (‘rumah tam bah’ in Ba hasa In done sia, or rubah for
short) pro ject as part of FCL's Trop i cal Town pro ject was fea tured in Arch
Daily for its novel ap proach to tackle the hous ing chal lenges of the fastest
grow ing city in the world. 

The pro ject fo cuses on the chal lenge of hous ing, al low ing the build ing to
be flex i bly con fig ured around the fluc tu at ing pat terns of re source con sump -
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tion and ex pen di ture, or me tab o lism, of its res i dents. This re quires an un -
der stand ing of the pat terns of house hold in come gen er a tion and ex pen di -
ture, wa ter, en ergy and food con sump tion, as well as waste pro duc tion. As
this me tab o lism is usu ally un even and of ten pre car i ous, it is im por tant that
the ar chi tec ture can be a dwelling and in come gen er at ing unit, that man -
ages its own waste, wa ter and en ergy lo cally.
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